The PostCARD

Director’s Note
Dear Families and Friends of CARD,

I hope you are well and that parents of
school-age children are enjoying sum-
mer break. I know that summer can be
a very difficult time for families with
children who are out of school and the
CARD staff at the University of Florida
are working hard to keep up with the
many calls from families and schools
that are coming in each day. We have
not had an opportunity to put together a
newsletter for some time and are excited
to finally get this out to you.

Once again, the biggest hurdle we are
facing at CARD this year is the bud-
get cut that we have been given by the
Florida Legislature. Unfortunately, our
operating budget has been reduced by
another 9% this year so that will have
implications on what we are able to do
for our constituents. I am happy to re-
port that we have not had to lay off any
of our personnel but have lost Michelle
Hite (moved to South Florida) and 3
student assistants (graduated) that we do
not have funds to replace.

Again, the good news is the support

we have received from our community.
Thanks to the generous contributions of
some kind individuals and businesses,
the budget cuts will be offset to a degree.
In February, March, and April, CARD
was the beneficiary of fund raising
events put on by the STAR (Students
Together for Autism Research club) at
Eastside High School in Gainesville, by

Summer 2009

Palm Gainesville Chevrolet and by the
UF students and community Stomp the
Swamp event. It means so much to us

to be able to continue to work with all of
you. There is no way we can adequately
express our gratitude.

Please be sure to monitor our website
calendar for events of interest. We also
send out email bulletins about CARD
workshops, and the events of other or-
ganizations in our area about once every
two weeks. If you are not receiving our
email notices and would like to do so,
please contact Carole Polefko at

cpoletko@ufl.edu.

Sincerely,
Greg Valcante

Director

Tips for Supporting People with
Autism Spectrum Disorders in the

Community

USF CARD has created downloadable
brochures we thought you might find
useful.

Topics include:

* Airports, Airplanes, & Autism

* Autism & The Hospital ER

* Autism & The Faith Community

¢ Autism Fits: Your Piece of the Puzzle

* Tips for Emergency Responders

www.card.ufl.edu/mk
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CARD Office Hours

The CARD office located at 1405 N'W
13th Street in Gainesville is “closed” until
12 PM on Mondays for staff meetings.
Computers for making visual supports are
available during normal business hours
on Tuesday to Friday and after noon on
Mondays. For an appointment please call
Kathy Robinson at 352 392-4171 or 800
754-5891 ext. 9.

CARD Website

Go to www.card.ufl.edu for information
about:

workshops
research

current news about autism &
related disabilities

support groups

professional development

fact sheets

past issues of the PostCARD
CARD conference information

and more!

Want to stay informed about workshops
in our area and receive other useful
information? Subscribe to our bi-monthly
e¢CARD by sending your name and email
address to card-info@ufl.edu.
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